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Lesson 1.3
Data Analysis 2 What’s in a Diet?
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Goal 

Interpret and draw circle graphs.
Skills Focus

Interpret Graphs, Analyze Data
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 Build Connections 

The siamang gibbon is an ape that lives in the rain forests of Southeast Asia. These gibbons depend on more than 160 species of rain-forest trees and other plants for food. Many acres of rain forests are being cleared for palm-oil and coffee plantations. The circle graph below provides a picture of the diet of siamangs that live in Malaysia. Use the graph to answer the Analyze and Conclude questions.

Analyze and Conclude 

1. Interpret Graphs Food is a source of energy. What is the biggest source of energy for the siamang gibbons of Malaysia? How do you know? 

2. Analyze Data Insects make up a small part of the diet of the Malaysian siamangs’ diet. Is it 10 percent, less than 10 percent, or greater than 10 percent? How do you know?
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3. Infer Fruit grows from the flowers of fruit trees. After insects pollinate the flowers, the fruit can develop. Suppose a flower-eating insect species invades the gibbon’s rain-forest habitat. What are two possible ways the insect invasion could change the siamangs’ diet?

4. Predict What might happen to the siamang gibbons if the trees in the rain forests were cut down? Explain.


 Build Science Skills 

The siamangs that live in Sumatra eat more fruit than the siamangs that live in Malaysia. Fruit makes up 60 percent of their diet, and leaves make up 30 percent. The remaining 10 percent is made up of flowers, buds, and insects. Use the space below to make a circle graph that shows the diet of the siamang gibbons that live in Sumatra. Remember to include a title. Use the circle graph on the previous page as a model.
When you are done, compare the two graphs. Identify one way in which the diets of the two siamang populations are the same and one way in which they are different.


Diet of Siamang Gibbons in Malaysia





Flowers, buds, and insects: 10%








