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Lesson 19.2
Data Analysis 24 Extinctions Through Time
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Goal 

Interpret graphs to draw conclusions about the rates of extinction over time.
Skills Focus

Interpret Graphs, Analyze Data, Draw Conclusions
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 Build Connections

The graph shows the percentages of genera (singular: genus) that have gone extinct during different geologic periods. The periods are shown along the top of the graph. Genera are groups of related species. For example, cat species belong to the genus Felis.
The most important extinction event for you, as a mammal, comes with the mass extinction that occurred at the end of the Cretaceous Period. At that time, the dinosaurs disappeared and mammal species rose in number. Use the graph to answer the Analyze and Conclude questions on the next page.
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Analyze and Conclude 

1. Interpret Graphs What is plotted on the y-axis?
2. Interpret Graphs What do the text balloons in the graph point to?
3. Analyze Data Which mass extinction killed off the highest percentage of genera?
4. Draw Conclusions Describe the overall pattern of extinction shown on the graph.
5. Evaluate Can you conclude from the graph alone the percentage of species that became extinct during different periods? Why or why not?

 Build Science Skills
What evidence is this graph probably based on? Why does the graph use percentages instead of actual numbers? How would data from the earlier periods be different from data available from more recent periods? Explain your reasoning.
