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CHAPTER

MYSTERY
THE WOLF EFFECT

21st Century Learning

Advantages and Disadvantages of Wolf Reintroduction

Newspapers, magazines, and media broadcasts contained editorials that argued either for or against the reintroduction of wolves in Yellowstone. People who were against reintroduction might have made arguments such as those in the paragraphs below.
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Why We Shouldn’t Allow Wolves Back in Yellowstone National Park

An Opinion From a Concerned Rancher

Crazy P Ranch has been in my family for three generations. I have worked alongside my parents and grandparents and heard many stories about my great-grandparents raising cattle here. Ranching is not an easy life. In fact, it’s really hard. However, it is our livelihood.

Our Wyoming ranch overlooks the Absaroka Mountain Range, a place abundant with elk and other game that our family has hunted for years. Now we feel that our very livelihood will be endangered by the reintroduction of wolves.

Gray wolves are predators with incredible hunting skills. They hunt in packs to take down the weakest prey animals.

How can my 500 head of cattle survive attacks by these predators? The sick and young cattle are at their mercy, especially after a long winter. Not only are my cattle in danger, but so are the elk that my father, son, and I hunt each fall. We rely on the meat of the elk for food throughout the winter. We face an economic loss if our cattle herd is decimated. This rancher says no to wolves.

21st Century Themes Science and Civic Literacy

1. Explain this rancher’s view on the reintroduction of wolves in Yellowstone National Park.
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2. What time of year do you think ranchers are most concerned about their cattle? Why?

3. What specific evidence does the rancher give to support his argument that the ranch’s 500 head of cattle are in danger?

4. In his arguments, the rancher focuses only on his family. In what way is this technique effective? Could his arguments benefit from additional information? If so, what kinds of information?

5. What did you learn from the chapter in the textbook that would support the opinion that the reintroduction of wolves in 1995 was a good idea?

6. Do you agree with the rancher’s opinion in this editorial? Why or why not?

Arguments Pro and Con 21st Century Skills
The skills used in this activity include information and media literacy, communication skills, and creativity and intellectual curiosity.

Conduct independent research to find facts that support the reintroduction of the gray wolf in Yellowstone National Park. You might begin your search by visiting the Web sites of the National Park Service, the Fish and Wildlife Service, and private conservation groups. Then search for and read editorials that both support and oppose wolf reintroduction. Write an editorial from the perspective of someone in favor of the reintroduction of gray wolves to the park. As an alternative to writing an editorial, conduct a debate with your classmates on whether or not wolves should have been reintroduced to Yellowstone.
In March 1995, biologists with the Yellowstone Wolf Project helped to reintroduce the gray wolf into Yellowstone National Park. Gray wolves had been eliminated from the park almost 70 years before that.








