Work Packets 22-26
English 6-7
***Put your full header at the top of this page**

Monday: Review the information about narrative writing.
Tuesday: Read “The Day I Took the Spotlight” as an example of a good narrative essay. Notice how it has an introduction, rising action, climax, falling action, and conclusion.

Wednesday: Complete your Narrative Writing worksheet as prewriting for your own narrative essay.

Thursday & Friday: Write a short essay about something you have done during this period of distance learning. The essay should be 1 page, double-spaced.

You may also type and submit the essay to me at charity.jones@k12.wv.us
Narrative Essays

What is a narrative essay?

When writing a narrative essay, you might think of it as telling a story. These essays are often about our own personal experiences—allowing students to express themselves in a creative and, quite often, moving ways.

Here are some guidelines for writing a narrative essay.

· If written as a story, the essay should include all the parts of a story.
This means that you must include an introduction, plot, characters, setting, climax, and conclusion.

· The essay should have a purpose.
Make a point! Think of this as the thesis of your story. If there is no point to what you are narrating, why narrate it at all?

· The essay should be written from a clear point of view.
It is quite common for narrative essays to be written from the standpoint of the author; however, this is not the sole perspective to be considered. Creativity in narrative essays oftentimes manifests itself in the form of authorial perspective.

· The use of the first person pronoun ‘I’ is welcomed.
Do not abuse this guideline! Though it is welcomed it is not necessary—nor should it be overused for lack of clearer diction.

· As always, be organized!
Have a clear introduction that sets the tone for the remainder of the essay. Do not leave the reader guessing about the purpose of your narrative. Remember, you are in control of the essay, so guide it where you desire (just make sure your audience can follow your lead).

The Day I Took the Spotlight

Wouldn’t it be superb to have one moment when you took the spotlight, to have everybody clapping for you and cheering loudly? I have had that once-in-a-lifetime opportunity—the day I took the spotlight!

Sometime in February, my teacher told us all about the Woodmen of America speech contest. The topic was “people who have overcome obstacles in their lives.” I thought my great-grandma Lorraine Parsley, who has had recurring cancer 13 times and is still living, would be perfect. She has overcome a lot of obstacles in her life.

A couple weeks later, the class gave their presentations. My teacher had to pick three to five students to go on to the next level. I was one of them! Then the top five from each of the three fifth-grade classes competed. The top seven would be the finalists; again, I was one of them! The top seven worked really hard. We had until March 15, 2001, to practice.

March 15 rolled around. Before I knew it, I was in our school gym with people all around, including the judges, listening to every word I said. I was the sixth to present. I was soon done; what a relief! I knew the top seven got ribbons, certificates, and pins; but I still wanted that trophy.

After the seventh person finished, the judges made their final decisions. They announced the winners. The third-place winner was Aunum, the second-place winner was Sarah, and the first-place winner was Kelli! I had just won first place! I was ecstatic.

That was my once-in-a-lifetime opportunity. The students in the audience were going wild clapping and cheering! That was a moment I will always remember, when I took the spotlight!
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1. Tells a story about a person’s unique life and experience. They can be
about big life changing moments, or simple daily experiences.
+ What lfe experiences have you had that are uniaue? funny? raumatic? Awkward?
Life-changing?

2. Can be fold from 1st or 3rd point of view.
+ You are going fo write about your own experience. What point of view would be best
for this? Why?

3. Leads the reader chronologically through the story.
+ You need fo have a clear beginning, middle and end. Whot will be the climax or high-
point of your wrifing?

4. Uses vivid words and phrases fo paint a picture in the reader's mind.
+ Avoid boring words iike—said, walk, blue, cold and replace fhem with descripfive
words like whispered, sauntered, furquaise and bone-chiling.

+ How many different words can you fhink of to replace the word "walk'?

5. A personal narative is interesting, engaging, thought provoking,
frue, entertaining and is coout YOU!

Thewe's @ stovy behind eveny pevson,
WRabs youn story?






