Work Packets 22-26
English 12
***Put your full header at the top of this page**

Monday & Tuesday: Read passage 1 and answer the prompt in a full essay (rough draft 2-3 pages)

Wednesday & Thursday: Read passage 2 and answer the prompt in a full essay (rough draft 2-3 pages)

Friday: Choose one of these essays to revise into a final draft

Technology alternative: This assignment is also available online under our AP classroom. You may go there and submit the writing digitally, which is the only way to get direct feedback from me on this assignment.

If you choose to do this, you will need to submit Friday’s work via email to me at charity.jones@k12.wv.us
1. Alfred M. Green delivered the following speech in Philadelphia in April 1861, the first month of the Civil War. African Americans were not yet permitted to join the Union army, but Green felt that they should strive to be admitted to the ranks and prepare to enlist. Read the speech carefully. Then write an essay in which you analyze the methods that Green uses to persuade his fellow African Americans to join the Union forces.
The time has arrived in the history of the great Republic when we may again give evidence to the world of the bravery and patriotism of a race in whose hearts burns the love of country, of freedom, and of civil and religious toleration. It is these grand principles that enable men, however proscribed, when possessed of true patriotism, to say, “My country, right or wrong, I love thee still!”

It is true, the brave deeds of our fathers, sworn and subscribed to by the immortal Washington of the Revolution of 1776, and by Jackson and others in the War of 1812, have failed to bring us into recognition as citizens, enjoying those rights so dearly bought by those noble and patriotic sires.

It is true that our injuries in many respects are great; fugitive-slave laws, Dred Scott* decisions, indictments for treason, and long and dreary months of imprisonment. The result of the most unfair rules of judicial investigation has been the pay we have received for our solicitude, sympathy and aid in the dangers and difficulties of those “days that tried men’s souls.”

Our duty, brethren, is not to cavil over past grievances. Let us not be derelict to duty in the time of need. While we remember the past and regret that our present position in the country is not such as to create within us that burning zeal and enthusiasm for the field of battle which inspires other men in the full enjoyment of every civil and religious emolument, yet let us endeavor to hope for the future and improve the present auspicious moment for creating anew our claims upon the justice and honor of the Republic; and, above all, let not the honor and glory achieved by our fathers be blasted or sullied by a want of true heroism among their sons.

Let us, then, take up the sword, trusting in God, who will defend the right, remembering that these are other days than those of yore; that the world today is on the side of freedom and universal political equality; that the war cry of the howling leaders of Secession and treason is: “Let us drive back the advance guard of civil and religious freedom; let us have more slave territory; let us build stronger the tyrant system of slavery in the great American Republic.” Remember, too, that your very presence among the troops of the North would inspire your oppressed brethren of the South with zeal for the overthrow of the tyrant system, and confidence in the armies of the living God—the God of truth, justice and equality to all men.

* A slave who sued in federal court for his and his family’s freedom

[image: image1.png]



Copyright © 2017. The College Board. These materials are part of a College Board program. Use or distribution of these materials online or in print beyond your school’s participation in the program is prohibited.



Page 1 of 5

2. In 1997, then United States Secretary of State Madeleine Albright gave the commencement speech to the graduating class of Mount Holyoke College, a women’s college in Massachusetts. Read the following excerpt from her speech carefully. Then write a well-developed essay in which you analyze the choices Albright makes to convey her message to the audience.
As individuals, each of us must choose whether to live our lives narrowly, selfishly and complacently, or to act with courage and faith.

(Line 5) As a nation, America must choose whether to turn inward and betray the lessons of history, or to seize

the opportunity before us to shape history. Today, under the leadership of President Clinton, America is making the right choice.

The Berlin Wall is now a memory. We could be

(10) satisfied with that. Instead, we are enlarging and adapting NATO1 and striving to create a future for Europe in which every democracy—including Russia
— is our partner and every partner is a builder of peace.

(15) Largely because of U.S. leadership, nuclear weapons no longer target our homes. We could relax. Instead, we are working to reduce nuclear arsenals further, eliminate chemical weapons, end the child-maiming scourge of land mines and ratify a
(20) treaty that would ban nuclear explosions forever.
The fighting in Bosnia has stopped. We could turn our backs now and risk renewed war. Instead, we are renewing our commitment, and insisting that the parties meet theirs, to implement the Dayton
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(25) Accords.2 And we are backing the War Crimes Tribunal, because we believe that those responsible for ethnic cleansing should be held accountable and those who consider rape just another tactic of war should answer for their crimes

(30) We have built a growing world economy in which those with modern skills and available capital have done very well. We could stop there. Instead, we are pursuing a broader prosperity, in which those entrapped by poverty and discrimination are
(35) empowered to share, and in which every democracy on every continent will be included.

In our lifetimes, we have seen enormous advances in the status of women. We could now lower our voices and — as some suggest —sit sedately down. (40) Instead, women everywhere —whether bumping against a glass ceiling or rising from a dirt floor —are standing up, spreading the word that we are ready to claim our rightful place as full citizens and full participants in every society on Earth.

(45) Mount Holyoke is the home, to borrow Wendy Wasserstein’s phrase, of “uncommon women.” But we know that there are uncommon women in all corners of the globe.
In recent years, I have met in Sarajevo with women

(50) weighted down by personal grief reaching out across ethnic lines to rebuild their shattered society.
In Burundi, I have seen women taking the lead in efforts to avoid the fate of neighboring Rwanda, where violence left three-quarters of the population

(55) female, and one-half of the women widows.

In Guatemala, I have talked to women striving to ensure that their new peace endures and is accompanied by justice and an end to discrimination and abuse.


Test Booklet
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(60) And in Burma, I have met with a remarkable woman named Aung San Suu Kyi, who risks her life every day to keep alive the hope for democracy in her country.
These women have in common a determination to

(65) chart their own path, and by so doing, to alter for the better the course of their country or community.
Each has suffered blows, but each has proceeded with courage. Each has persevered.

As you go along your own road in life, you will, if

(70) you aim high enough, also meet resistance, for as Robert Kennedy once said, “if there’s nobody in your way, it’s because you’re not going anywhere.” But no matter how tough the opposition may seem, have courage still —and persevere.

(75) There is no doubt, if you aim high enough, that you will be confronted by those who say that your efforts to change the world or improve the lot of those around you do not mean much in the grand scheme of things. But no matter how impotent you may

(80) sometimes feel, have courage still —and persevere.

It is certain, if you aim high enough, that you will

find your strongest beliefs ridiculed and challenged;

principles that you cherish may be derisively

dismissed by those claiming to be more practical or

(85) realistic than you. But no matter how weary you may become in persuading others to see the value in what you value, have courage still —and persevere.

Inevitably, if you aim high enough, you will

be buffeted by demands of family, friends and

(90) employment that will conspire to distract you from your course. But no matter how difficult it may be to meet the commitments you have made, have courage still —and persevere.
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It has been said that all work that is worth anything

(95) is done in faith.

This morning, in these beautiful surroundings, at this celebration of warm memory and high expectation, I summon you in the name of this historic college and of all who have passed through its

(100) halls, to embrace the faith that your courage and your perseverance will make a difference; and that every life enriched by your giving, every friend touched by

your affection, every soul inspired by your passion

and every barrier to justice brought down by your

(105) determination, will ennoble your own life, inspire

others, serve your country, and explode outward the

boundaries of what is achievable on this earth.

1. military alliance established by the North Atlantic Treaty of April 4, 1949

2. peace agreement ending the war in Bosnia, signed in 1995
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