Ms. Jones
Snow Packet
Day 4

1. Read “Middle school students” and “Students and
parents...”

2. Answer the reading comprehension quiz questions at
the end of each story.

3. Answer the following prompt in at least 5 complete
sentences. Use evidence from the articles (with
citations!) to support your answer.

Prompt:
What are the biggest issues with school today and how
can students help to fix these problems?

*Write your MLA header on each page
*Return all work the next school day



m newsela

Cellphones in schools give more screen time to
overloaded students

By Washington Post, adapted by Newsela staff on 11.20.17
Word Count 705
Level 610L

Students {from left) Jack Doyle, Ryan Ward, Aiden Franz and Gray Rager use their cellphones during lunch at Westland Middle School in

Bethesda, Maryland, Photo by: Washington Post by Michael Rohinson Chavez

Kids started bringing cellphones to school many years ago. Educators still don't know what to do about it,
though.

Should they allow cellphones in elementary schools? What about letting middle-schoolers use them at
lunch? Which rules make the sense?

Montgomery County Public Schools is Maryland's biggest school system. Students, parents and educators at
these schools are in the middle of a big argument about these questions.

The district just changed its rules. Before, kids in fifth grade and younger could have cellphones only with
special permission. But over the years, more parents wanted their kids to take phones to school. Many
believed kids would be safer when they walked home.

Now, the district says kids can bring them to school. Students still can't use phones during school, unless a
teacher uses them as part of a lesson. They may use them after school is over and on the bus.



Some parents have objected. They are shocked that children as young as 6 or 7 are allowed to bring
smartphones to school.

Too Much Screen Time

"A phone would be more of a distraction," said Art Bennett. He has three children in school. He said that
unless there's a good reason, there shouldn't be phones in elementary school at all.

The new rules also allow middle school students to use cellphones during lunch. The principals have to give

the OK, though. Some parents are not very happy about this, either. They are already worried that their kids
spend too much time on screens.

"We all know the phone is a blessing and a curse,” said Lisa Cline. She is part of the PTA. That stands for
Parent Teacher Association. Cline helps run a safe technology committee for a group of PTAs.

Little Adults

"l don't see why we want to make these children into little adults,” Cline said.

Different schools handle cellphones in different ways.
Some schools ban smartphones. Others allow them in
hallways or during lunch periods. Some schools let teachers
use them as part of a lesson.

Elizabeth Englander is a professor. She teaches at
Bridgewater State University in Massachusetts. "Nobody
really knows what to do," she said.

Englander recently studied third-graders in five states. She
found that four out of 10 had a cellphone. That number
doubled from 2013 to 2017. Among kids who had a phone,
most brought the phone to school every day.

In Montgomery, school system officials say the times are changing. More parents are buying their children
phones. And more children are taking these phones to school.

Still, many parents want their kids to talk with people face-to-face. They say it helps students develop social
skills and make friends. It also helps them learn to deal with uncomfortable situations. These parents worry
that phones will get in the way.

Almost No One Talked At Lunch

Angie Melton has two children in middle school. She said her kids' school allowed phones for a week. Her
kids said that almost no one talked at lunch that week.

"They get in their virtual worlds," she said. "I want them in the real world."

Justus Swan is 11 years old. He said he is in no hurry to bring cellphones to the cafeteria. Lunch is about |
talking to other kids.

"It defeats the point," Justus said.

But the phone-friendly lunch has supporters.



Gary Rager is 14 and goes to Westland Middle School. He said that having phones at lunch is a good thing.

Kids can text parents. They can check their grades online. They can also play music and watch videos, he
said.

"It's a nice freedom to have," he said.

Students And Parents Disagree

His school took a survey. Most students liked the idea of phones at lunch. But most parents did not, said
Westland Principal Alison Serino.

Principal Serino has offered a compromise. Kids can have cellphones during lunch on Fridays. They have to

follow the rules, though. No Snapchat or Instagram. No violent games. No taking photos or videos. Also,
kids must wear ear buds if they are playing music.



Quiz

1 Which detail BEST shows that there is a lot of disagreement about what cellphone rules schools should have?
(A) Should they allow celiphones in elementary schools? What about letting middle-schoolers use them at
lunch?
(B) Students, parents and educators at these schools are in the middie of a big argument about these
questions.
() The district just changed its rules. Before, kids in fifth grade and younger could have cellphones only
with special permission.
() They are shocked that children as young as & or 7 are allowed to bring smartphones to school,
2 Read the section "Little Adults.”

Select the paragraph that gives examples of school celiphone rules,

3 Read the selection from "Too Much Screen Time "

"A phone would be more of a distraction,” said Art Bennett.

What is Art Bennett's point of view about using cellphones in school?

(A He believes that no student should be allowed to have a cellphone.
(B) He thinks that phones could take students' attention away from learning,
(c) He wants phones only to be used at lunch,
(o) He doesn't think that phones help keep students safe.
4 Which statement would Gary Rager be MOST likely to agree with?
(A) Students should spend their lunch time talking to their friends.
{B) Kids should be able to use Instagram and Snapchat during lunch,
(C) Using a cellphone during the day is a good break for a student,

(D) Schools should have stricter rules about using celiphones in schoaols.
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Thousands of students work to make middle
school lunchrooms friendlier

By St. Louis Post-Dispatch, adapted by Newsela staff on 02.24.15
Word Count 686

Level 1020L

‘I am uncomiortable, | am not used fo this.” said Kyle Johnseon, 14, who cringes as he realizes his blue card does not match the purple color
of his usual lunch table friends at Rogers Middle School in Affton, Missouri. The schiool participated in No One Eats Alone Day by
encouraging students {o talk to kids outside of their immediate soclal circle by switching up lunch seating. Laurie Skrivan/St, Louis Post-
Dispatch/TNS

For many kids, middle schools is no picnic. There’s awkwardness, cliques and bullying. There are
the challenges of puberty and low-self esteem -- or maybe too much self-esteem.

It can all collide in the cafeteria, leaving some kids feeling invisible and like they don't fit in.

A national campaign called “No One Eats Alone Day” is taking aim at social isolation among
middle schoolers.

Beyond Differences

Schools are picking up on the student-led program, and more than 300,000 students across the
country have signed up to participate. In just a year, participation grew from 35 schools in 2014 to
more than 700.



The program was created by Beyond Differences, a national nonprofit group. Its mission is to
change the culture in middle schools to make kids feel more accepted and valued.

Social isolation and bullying are now considered huge problems in schools. The program tries to
reverse this trend by giving students simple and fun ways to include others during lunchtime —
making sure no one eats alone, said Laura Talmus. She is the founder of Beyond Differences.

Middle school was a rough couple of vears for Talmus’ daughter, Lili Smith, who was born with a
cranial facial syndrome. Children with the condition have facial or skull bones that do not grow
normally,

"She Felt Invisible"

Talmus said her daughter would finish her lunch at school and call from the restroom crying.

“She would call me almost daily, ‘Mom, I have nobody to eat with, and the girls don't want me to

sit with them,™ Talmus said. “Lili was never teased or bullied, but was almost suffering as much
because she felt invisible.”

Lili died at the age of 15 from medical complications of her condition. Afterward, a group of teens
from the community banded together to bring change to their local schools.

It’s not an easy task.

At Rogers Middle School in Affton, Missouri, resistance to No One Eats Alone Day began after
students learned of it through the morning announcements. The student organizers heard that a
lot of students were worried that they wouldn'’t get to sit next to their friends.

Uncomfortable Situation

On Friday, the student members of the school’s Mistreatment Leadership Team, an anti-bullying
group, placed conversation starters on the round tables in their cafeteria. There were questions
like, “Who is your favorite celeb?” and “Who is yvour role model?”

The students waited nervously with pieces of paper to hand out to classmates, color-coded to
randomly assign them to tables.

When the lunch bell rang, there was loud disappeintment among those who were separated.
Others ran and hugged their friends when they realized they would be at the same table.

Some tried to make the best of what they said was an uncomfortable situation.

“I would much rather sit alone than with people I don’t know, to be honest,” said Cori Caby, a
seventh-grader who was at a table with some students she usually sits with and some she doesn't.

Some Successes Too

Some quietly switched cards so they could sit with their friends. Some got on their cellphones, an
easy way to get out of talking to people you don’t know.

No one thought kids were going to become best friends after just one lunch.



The day was more about being aware of other people’s feelings, and encouraging students to reach
out and start a conversation with someone they normally don't talk to, said Reece Black. He is an

eighth-grader and one of the organizers. Reece called out at least one table of kids sitting with
their usual group.

But he saw successes, too.

Sixth-graders Jenna Walden and Avarry Wilkerson ended up at a table by themselves. When they

noticed that Alexander Scherer, a new student at school, was alone, they moved over to sit with
him. As he ate his lunch, he and the girls talked about Six Flags.

“By the way, I'm Avarry,” she said to Alexander, just as lunch was wrapping up.

Reece and the other student leaders say they saw other examples of kids reaching out.

“So that was pretty cool,” Reece said.



Quiz

Select the paragraph from the section "Beyond Differences” that BEST explains the goal of the "No One Eats Alone Day"

campaign.

Select the sentence from the article that BEST shows that some students don’t want to participate in the program.

(A)

(B)
(C)
(B)

The students waited nervously with pieces of paper to hand out to classmates, color-coded to randomly
assign them to tables.

When the lunch bell rang, there was loud disappointment among those who were separated.
Some quietly swilched cards so they could sit with their friends.

Sixth-graders Jenna Walden and Avarry Wilkerson ended up at a table by themselves,

Read the sentence from the section "Beyond Differences "

Social isolation and bullying are now considered huge problems in schools.

From which of the following sentences can you understand the meaning of the word “isclation™?

(A)

"She would call me almost daily, ‘Mom, | have nobody to eat with, and the girls don't want me to sit with
them," Talmus said.

At Rogers Middle School in Affton, Missouri, resistance to No One Eats Alone Day began after students
learned of it through the morning announcements.

When the lunch bell rang, there was loud disappointment among those who were separated.

*I would much rather sit alene than with people | don't know, to be honest." said Cori Gaby, a seventh-
grader who was at a table with scme students she usually sits with and some she doesn't.

Which of the following sentences from the arlicle contains a phrase that has the SAME meaning as "communicating”?

(A)

(B)

(€)

A national campaign called "No One Eats Alone Day” is taking aim at social isolation among middle
schoolers.

"She would call me almost daily, 'Mom, | have nobody to eal with, and the girls don't want me to sit with
them,” Talmus said.

Its mission is to change the culture in middle schools to make kids feel more accepted and valued.

Reece and the other student leaders say they saw other examples of kids reaching out.
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Day 5

1. Read Young people in North Korea” and “Dr. Suess
exhibit...”

2. Answer the reading comprehension quiz questions at
the end of each story.

3. Answer the following prompt in at least 5 complete
sentences. Use evidence from the articles (with
citations!) to support your answer.

Prompt:
How is art a reflection of culture? How does it impact each
of our lives?

*Write your MLA header on each page
*Return all work the next school day



























