Work Packets 27-31
English 10-11


***Put your full header at the top of this page**
Monday: Review the information about descriptive essays and complete the “Descriptive Writing Practice” page. Look at both pictures and describe them in as much detail as possible, per the instructions. 

Tuesday: Complete the “Other Ways to Say-” worksheet to practice your best descriptive language.

Wednesday: Choose a topic for your descriptive essay. You will need to compare and contrast two different things in this essay. You might compare two different places or two different foods. You are free to choose another topic as long as 1) the things you are writing about are things you can describe in detail using your senses and 2) both things are the same category (place, food, activities, etc.). 
Complete the venn diagram worksheet comparing and contrasting your two topics.

Thursday & Friday: Write a 1.5-page essay (double spaced) comparing and contrasting your two topics. Attach the essay to the back of this packet.

You may also type and submit the essay to me at charity.jones@k12.wv.us

Day 27
Descriptive Essays
What is a descriptive essay?
The descriptive essay is a genre of essay that asks the student to describe something—object, person, place, experience, emotion, situation, etc. This genre encourages the student’s ability to create a written account of a particular experience. What is more, this genre allows for a great deal of artistic freedom (the goal of which is to paint an image that is vivid and moving in the mind of the reader).

One might benefit from keeping in mind this simple maxim: If the reader is unable to clearly form an impression of the thing that you are describing, try, try again!
Here are some guidelines for writing a descriptive essay.

Take time to brainstorm
If your instructor asks you to describe your favorite food, make sure that you jot down some ideas before you begin describing it. For instance, if you choose pizza, you might start by writing down a few words: sauce, cheese, crust, pepperoni, sausage, spices, hot, melted, etc. Once you have written down some words, you can begin by compiling descriptive lists for each one.

Use clear and concise language.
This means that words are chosen carefully, particularly for their relevancy in relation to that which you are intending to describe.

Choose vivid language.
Why use horse when you can choose stallion? Why not use tempestuous instead of violent? Or why not miserly in place of cheap? Such choices form a firmer image in the mind of the reader and often times offer nuanced meanings that serve better one’s purpose.

Use your senses!
Remember, if you are describing something, you need to be appealing to the senses of the reader. Explain how the thing smelled, felt, sounded, tasted, or looked. Embellish the moment with senses.



What were you thinking?!
If you can describe emotions or feelings related to your topic, you will connect with the reader on a deeper level. Many have felt crushing loss in their lives, or ecstatic joy, or mild complacency. Tap into this emotional reservoir in order to achieve your full descriptive potential.

Leave the reader with a clear impression.
One of your goals is to evoke a strong sense of familiarity and appreciation in the reader. If your reader can walk away from the essay craving the very pizza you just described, you are on your way to writing effective descriptive essays.

Be organized!
It is easy to fall into an incoherent rambling of emotions and senses when writing a descriptive essay. However, you must strive to present an organized and logical description if the reader is to come away from the essay with a cogent sense of what it is you are attempting to describe.
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Descriptive Writing Practice NAP o

For each of the pictures below, brainstorm as many vivid verbs, creative adjectives and
unique adverbs as you can. How would you describe the picture to someone who
could not see it2 Try to think of the five senses as you list the words.

© Addie Williams
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For each of the words below, list as many alternative words as you can. Think of words
that create a visual picture in your mind. Be creative and try to think of unique words.

© Addie Wiliams
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Venn Diagram, 3 Circles
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