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CHAPTERIn the Chapter Mystery, you learned about Iceman, who died 5300 years ago. His body is the oldest naturally preserved mummy ever recovered. Many plant materials were preserved along with Iceman. It’s very unusual for plant materials to survive that long.

MYSTERY
STONE AGE STORYTELLERS

21st Century Learning

Iceman of the Future?
The environmental conditions where Iceman died were unique. The glacial ice he was found in helped to preserve him and many of his belongings for thousands of years before hikers discovered him in 1991. Consider what might happen to a climber today who died on a mountaintop and whose body became trapped in ice. The article below is a fictional broadcast account of the discovery of Iceman II in the year 3008.

Afternoon Mindcast, January 8, 3008—Hikers on Pike’s Glacier literally stumbled upon a major anthropological discovery this morning. When Klendon Deel, 85, tripped over something in the trail, his hiking companion and mother, Mender Yayv Akong, 122, helped him up and then looked for the partially hidden obstacle. It turned out to be an ancient electronic device called a “Hype-Odd,” which was used for listening to music aurally. But the most amazing part of the discovery was the skeletal hand still clutching the device.
Akong and Deel beamed the authorities, and within an hour scientists had uncovered the remains of an adult male human. Preliminary tests indicate the man died in February or March of 2016. At that time the glacier did not cover the mountain, which is in an area that was then called “Colorado.”
Scientists say that unfortunately most of the man’s soft tissue disintegrated through the 100-Year Heat Wave of the 22nd century, the Crustal Shocks of the 24th century, and the Kelvin Ice Age of the 29th century. But according to spokesbeing Nkavrjdn*w, the skeleton, nails, hair, and many of the belongings were all remarkably well preserved. “The lead scientist studying the find is particularly fascinated with the objects remaining in the man’s pack,” Nkavrjdn*w says. “For example, she thinks she has found what is left of an ancient apple. While the actual fruit is gone, a stem and a pile of seeds remained in the pack.”
In addition, a clear bottle was found in the pack. Scientists are planning on doing tests to try to determine what the bottle contained. The only marking they could find on the bottle was a small triangular shape composed of three arrows. Scientists are unsure what this mysterious symbol meant.
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21st Century Themes Science and Global Awareness
1. Consider the items you take with you when hiking. Suppose Iceman II had these items. Which of these items do you think would survive?
	
	
2. Which of the items that Iceman II possibly took with him on his hike do you think would not survive? Explain your answer.
	
	
	
	
3. Describe what future scientists might be able to learn about the 21st century by studying Iceman II’s belongings. What type of evidence would be difficult for them to interpret?
	
	
	
	
	

21st Century Skills Pondering Plant Products
The skills used in this activity include information and media literacy, communication skills, creativity and intellectual curiosity, and social responsibility.
Synthetic materials, such as nylon and plastic, tend to be more durable than plant-based materials, such as cotton and paper. Because of this, many modern products are made out of synthetic materials. However, most synthetic materials are made from nonrenewable resources. Use library and Internet resources to compare plant-based materials to synthetic materials. For example, visit the Web sites of companies that manufacture plastic, nylon, paper, or cotton fabric. Consider the following questions:
· How do the costs of plant products compare with those of synthetic products?
· What sort of business opportunities are there in manufacturing products out of plant materials instead of synthetic materials?

With a group, come up with a new plant-based product. Identify potential customers for the product and discuss how you would market the product to them.
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