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Lesson 15.3
Data Analysis 20 Genetically Modified Crops

 in the United States
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Goal 

Analyze data and make inferences about why farmers grow genetically modified crops.
Skills Focus

Interpret Graphs, Infer, Analyze Data
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 Build Connections

Crops with genetically modified (GM) traits were first introduced in 1996. Some varieties of soybean, cotton, and corn have been modified to survive the use of herbicides. Some varieties of cotton and corn have been modified to be more resistant to insect pests. The graph shows data on the use of different modified crops in the United States between 1996 and 2007. In the legend, “HT” stands for herbicide tolerance, and “Bt” stands for insect resistance.

Analyze and Conclude 

1. Analyze Data Which two GM crops were widely and rapidly adopted by U.S. farmers? Which crop had only a slight increase?
2. Interpret Graphs Compare the percentage of soybeans that had the HT trait in 1996 to the percentage in 2007.
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3. Interpret Graphs Compare the percentage of corn that had the HT trait in 1996 to the percentage in 2007.
4. Infer Add up the percentages of acres of GM cotton crops in 2007. Explain your result.
5. Predict Do you think that the percentages of HT soybeans and HT corn will continue to rise over the next several years? Use the graph to support your prediction.



 Build Science Skills
Why is it important for farmers to have plants that are modified to contain an HT trait, a Bt trait, or both traits? How do these traits help crop yields?
